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CLOSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP: SOURCES 
 
The following references and web sites pertain to Closing the Achievement Gap, a series 
of lessons learned from seven years of education investing by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation. 
 
Selected References 
 
Charters 
2007 CRTC Test Scores. Georgia Department of Education. 2007. 
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CI_TESTING_CRCT 
 
Accountability Report on Mayor-Sponsored Charter Schools. City of Indianapolis. 2006. 
http://www.indygov.org/eGov/Mayor/Education/Charter/Accountability/2006/home.htm 
 
Accountability Report on Mayor-Sponsored Charter Schools. City of Indianapolis. 2007. 
http://www.indygov.org/eGov/Mayor/Education/Charter/Accountability/2007/ 
 
Hassel, B. Fast Break in Indianapolis: a New Approach to Charter Schooling. 
Progressive Policy Institute. 2004. 
 
Hassel, B., M. Godard Terrell, and J. Kowal. Florida Charter Schools: Hot and Humid 
with Passing Storms. Education Sector. 2006. 
 
KIPP DC: Five Years of Academic Excellence 2001-2006. KIPP DC. 2006. 
 
Lake, R. and P. Hill, eds. Hopes, Fears, and Reality: A Balanced Look at American 
Charter Schools in 2005. National Charter School Research Project. 2005. 
 
Martinelli, F. Creating an Effective Charter School Governing Board Guidebook. Charter 
Friends National Network. 2000. 
 
Program Related Investments: The City of Indianapolis and Charter Schools. The Annie 
E. Casey Foundation. 2007. 
 
Rainey, L. Making Sense of Charter School Studies: A Reporter’s Guide. National 
Charter School Research Project. 2007. 
 
School Choice: Doing It the Right Way Makes a Difference. The Brookings Institution. 
2003. 
 
Wenning, R. and J. Ernst. The Annie E. Casey Foundation School Based Education 
Investments: Data on School Performance and Demographics 2000 to 2006 School 
Years. Colorado League of Charter Schools. 2007. 
http://www.aecf.org/~/media/PublicationFiles/data_school_based_perf_dem.pdf 
 



 2

 
 
Ziebarth, T. The Renaissance of Urban Education: Charter Schools in America’s Cities. 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools. 2006. 
 
Co-Investment 
Accountability Report on Mayor-Sponsored Charter Schools. City of Indianapolis. 2006. 
http://www.indygov.org/eGov/Mayor/Education/Charter/Accountability/2006/home.htm 
 
Accountability Report on Mayor-Sponsored Charter Schools. City of Indianapolis. 2007. 
http://www.indygov.org/eGov/Mayor/Education/Charter/Accountability/2007/ 
 
Debunking the Real Estate Risk of Charter Schools. Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation. 2005. 
 
Hassel, B. “Fast Break in Indianapolis: a New Approach to Charter Schooling.” 
Progressive Policy Institute. 2004. 
 
Program Related Investments The City of Indianapolis and Charter Schools. The Annie 
E. Casey Foundation. 2007. 
 
Skinner, D. “Indianapolis Mayor Bart Peterson: The Payton Manning of Charter 
Schools.” Education Next. Summer 2007. 
 
Connections 
A Look Inside Beacons: From a Practitioner’s Perspective. Fund for the City of New 
York Youth Development Institute. 2005. 
 
A Profile of White Center. Seattle/King County Making Connections. 2000. 
 
Beacons Quality Reflection Tool. Fund for the City of New York Youth Development 
Institute. 2005. 
http://www.fcny.org/portal.php/syd/beacons/quality_reflection_tool/ 
 
Blank, M., A. Melavill, and B. Shah. Making the Difference: Research and Practice in 
Community Schools. Coalition for Community Schools. 2003. 
http://www.communityschools.org/mtdhomepage.html 
 
Community Schools: Promoting Student Success A Rationale and Results Framework. 
Coalition for Community Schools. 2006. 
http://www.communityschools.org/resultshome.html 
 
Demystifying Outcomes. Fund for the City of New York Youth Development Institute. 
2006. 
http://www.fcny.org/portal.php/syd/NewPublication/demystifying/ 
 



 3

Hardy, L. “Children at Risk: Graduation Day.” American School Board Journal. 
September 2007. 
 
Highline Public Schools Test Scores. Washington State Report Card. 2007. 
http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/ 
 
Indianapolis Public Schools Test Scores. Annual School Report Cards. 2007. 
http://ideanet.doe.state.in.us/htmls/education.html 
 
Jehl, J. Connecting Schools, Families, and Communities. The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation. 2007. 
 
Read, T. Democracy in Action: Stories, Results, and Lessons Learned. Metro 
Organizations for People. 2006. 
 
Read, T. Unleashing the Power of Parents to Fix Their Kids’ Schools. The Annie E. 
Casey Foundation. 2006. 
 
Shirley, D. “Patience and Politics: Alliance Schools Develop Parental Leadership.” 
Shelterforce Online. July/August 2001. 
 
“Standards for Parents.” Magna Awards 2005: A Supplement to American School Board 
Journal. 2005. 
 
Tough, P. “The Harlem Project.” New York Times Magazine. June 20, 2004. 
 
Warren, C., P. Brown, and N. Freudenberg. Evaluation of New York City Beacons. Fund 
for the City of New York Youth Development Institute. 1999. 
 
District Schools 
2007 CRTC Test Scores. Georgia Department of Education. 2007. 
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CI_TESTING_CRCT 
 
Atlanta Public Schools Test Scores. Greatschools.net. 2007. 
http://www.greatschools.net/cgi-bin/ga/district_profile/4 
 
Furger, R. “Starting Over in Oakland.” Edutopia.org. October 19, 2006. 
 
Grady, B., K. Bender, and S. Dang. “Test Scores Leveling Off Locally, Statewide.” East 
Bay Daily News. August 22, 2007. 
 
Haynes. V. D. “Success at a Big-City System.” The Washington Post. June 12, 2007. 
 
Murphy, K. “Oakland Schools Rank Low Again.” Inside Bay Area. March 28, 2007. 
 



 4

Neighborhoods Count: A Look at NPU-V in 2004. The Annie E. Casey Foundation 
Atlanta Civic Site. 2004. 
 
“New Report Sees Small Schools Headed in a Positive Direction.” Oakland Unified 
School District Press Advisory. September 26, 2007. 
 
Sebastian, S. “Big Results Sought from Mini Schools.” San Francisco Chronicle. August 
26, 2006. 
 
Sebastian, S. “Student Successes Defy Urban Trends.” San Francisco Chronicle. August 
16, 2006. 
 
Student Achievement in Privately Managed and District-Managed Schools in 
Philadelphia Since the State Takeover. RAND Corporation. 2007. 
 
Swint, M. “DeKalb, Atlanta, Fulton Show Progress While All Decatur Schools Meet 
AYP.” Atlanta News. July 26, 2007. 
 
Influence 
Campbell, C., M. DeArmond, K. Guin, and D. Warnock. No Longer the Only Game in 
Town: Helping Traditional Public Schools Compete. Center on Reinventing Public 
Education. 2006. 
 
Finn, C., A. Rotherham, and C. Hokanson, eds. Rethinking Special Education for A New 
Century. Progressive Policy Institute and The Thomas B. Fordham Foundation. 2001. 
 
Hill, P. Put Learning First: A Portfolio Approach to Public Schools. Progressive Policy 
Institute. 2006. 
 
Improving Your Child’s Education: A Guide for African American Parents. The 
Education Trust. 2005. 
 
Improving Your Child’s Education: A Guide for Latino Parents. The Education Trust. 
2004. 
 
Improving Your Schools: A Parent and Community Guide to No Child Left Behind. The 
Education Trust. 2003. 
 
Lake, R. and P. Hill, eds. Hopes, Fears, and Reality: A Balanced Look at American 
Charter Schools in 2006. National Charter School Research Project. 2006. 
 
Levin , J., J. Mulhern, and J. Schunck. Unintended Consequences: The Case for 
Reforming the Staffing Rules in Urban Teachers Union Contracts. The New Teachers 
Project. 2005. 
http://www.tntp.org/publications/unintended_consequences.html 
 



 5

Making Data Work: A Parent and Community Guide. The Education Trust. 2004. 
 
Principals for Effective Grantmaking. Grantmakers for Education. 2006. 
 
Rainey, L. Making Sense of Charter School Studies: A Reporter’s Guide. National 
Charter School Research Project. 2007. 
 
Read, T. A Fair Share for Every Child: Understanding and Transforming the DPS 
Budget. Metro Organizations for People. 2006. 
 
Roza, M. Frozen Assets: Rethinking Teacher Contracts Could Free Billions for School 
Reform. Education Sector. 2007. 
 
School Choice: Doing It the Right Way Makes a Difference. The Brookings Institution. 
2003. 
 
Sherwood. K. Persistence, Partnership, and Public Will: The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation’s Investments in Kentucky School Reform. Grantmakers for Education. 2006. 
 
Swanson, C. and J. Barlage. Influence: The Study of the Factors Shaping Education 
Policy. Editorial Projects in Education Research Center. 2006. 
 
Unraveling the DPS Budget: Toward Transparency and Equity Through Weighted 
Student Funding. Metro Organizations for People. 2006. 
 
Vailpando, J., C. Linse, and J. Yedlin. Educating English Language Learners: 
Understanding and Using Assessment. National Council of La Raza. 2005. 
 
Vailpando, J., J. Yedlin, C. Linse, M. Harrington, and G. Cannon. Educating English 
Language Learners: Implementing Instructional Practices. National Council of La Raza. 
2005. 
 
Results 
Kauffmann, K. and R. Searle. Answering the Hard Question: How Are We Doing? 
Profile: The Annie E. Casey Foundation. The Bridgespan Group. 2007. 
 
Manno, B., B. Hassel, S. Crittenden, and A. Way. A Road to Results: Investing Resources 
to Achieve Results 2006. The Annie E. Casey Foundation. 2006. 
 
Manno, B., B. Hassel, and A. Way. A Road to Results: Results-Based Accountability in 
the Anne E. Casey Foundation’s Education Program. The Annie E. Casey Foundation. 
2005. 
 
Program Related Investments: The City of Indianapolis and Charter Schools. The Annie 
E. Casey Foundation. 2007. 
 



 6

Vouchers 
Borsuk, A. “Inside Charter Schools: 15 Years of Vouchers.” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 
June 11 – June 18, 2005. 
 
Brenna, S. Changing the Status Quo: A Year One Chronicle of the DC Opportunity 
Scholarship Program. Washington Scholarship Fund. 2005. 
 
Clyne, M. “School Vouchers Take Hold in Washington.” The New York Sun. November 
14, 2005. 
 
Cornman, S., T. Stewart, and P. Wolf. The Evolution of School Choice Consumers: 
Parent and Student Voices on the Second Year of the DC Opportunity Scholarship 
Program. School Choice Demonstration Project, Georgetown University. 2007. 
http://www.georgetown.edu/research/scdp 
 
DC School Choice Incentive Act of 2003. Title II of Division C of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2004. P.L. 108-199 Stat. 3. 2004. 
http://www.ed.gov/print/programs/dcchoice/legislation.html 
 
Dillon, S. “Voucher Use in Washington Wins Praise of Parents.” The New York Times. 
June 22, 2007. 
 
Editorial. “’Opportunity’ is Knocked.” The Wall Street Journal. July 25, 2006. 
 
Goldhaber, D. and J. Hannaway. “Accountability with a Kicker: Observations on the 
Florida A+ Accountability Plan.” Phi Delta Kappan. April 2004. 
 
Haynes, V. “Congress Lifts Income Limit for Students in Evaluation.” The Washington 
Post. December 12, 2006. 
 
Katz, L. “Not Your Average Joe.” Onsite: A Supplement to Washington Business 
Journal. Spring 2007. 
 
Keating, D. and V. Haynes. “Can DC Schools Be Fixed?” The Washington Post. June 10, 
2007. 
 
Schemo, D. J. “Federal Program on Vouchers Draws Strong Minority Support.” The New 
York Times. April 6, 2006. 
 
School Vouchers: Publicly Funded Programs in Cleveland and Milwaukee. U. S. General 
Accounting Office. 2001. 
 
Stewart, T., P. Wolf, and S. Cornman. Parent and Student Voices on the First Year of the 
DC Opportunity Scholarship Program. School Choice Demonstration Project, 
Georgetown University. 2005.  
 



 7

Wolf, P., B. Gutmann, N. Eissa, M. Puma, and M. Silverberg. Evaluation of DC 
Opportunity Scholarship Program: First Year Report on Participation. U. S. Department 
of Education, National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance. 2005. 
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pubs/dc_choice/asp 
 
Wolf, P., B. Gutmann, M. Puma, L. Rizzo, N. Eissa, and M. Silverberg. Evaluation of DC 
Opportunity Scholarship Program: Impacts After One Year. U. S. Department of 
Education, Institute of Educational Sciences. 2007. 
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pubs/20074009/index.asp 
 
Wolf, P., B. Gutmann, M. Puma, and M. Silverberg. Evaluation of DC Opportunity 
Scholarship Program: : Second Year Report on Participation. U. S. Department of 
Education, National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance. 2006. 
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pdf/20064003.pdf 
 
 
Education Program Grantee Web Sites 
Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers 
http://www.abagmd.org/ 
 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation Atlanta Civic Site 
http://www.atlantacivicsite.org/ 
 
BayCES 
http://www.bayces.org/ 
 
Black Alliance for Education Options 
http://www.baeo.org/ 
 
Center on Reinventing Public Education 
http://www.crpe.org/ 
 
Civic Builders 
http://www.civicbuilders.org/ 
 
Coalition for Community Schools 
http://www.communityschools.org/ 
 
DC Public Charter School Cooperative 
http://www.dcchartercoop.org 
 
Education Evolving 
http://www.educationevolving.org/ 
 
Education Sector 
http://www.educationsector.org/ 



 8

 
Education Trust 
http://www2.edtrust.org/edtrust/ 
 
Foundations, Inc. 
http://www.foundationsinc.org/ 
 
Fund for the City of New York Youth Development Institute 
http://www.fcny.org/portal.php/syd/ydi/ 
 
Grantmakers for Education 
http://www.edfunders.org/ 
 
Harlem Children’s Zone  
http://www.hcz.org/ 
 
Institute for the Transformation of Learning, Marquette University 
http://www.itlmuonline.com/ 
 
KIPP DC 
http://www.kippdc.org/ 
 
Metro Organizations for People 
http://www.mopdenver.org/ 
 
The Mind Trust 
http://www.themindtrust.org/ 
 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 
http://www.publiccharters.org/ 
 
National Charter School Research Project 
http://www.ncsrp.org/cs/csr/print/csr_docs/index.htm 
 
National Council of La Raza 
http://www.nclr.org/ 
 
National Urban League 
http://www.nul.org/ 
 
New Leaders for New Schools 
http://www.nlns.org/NLWeb/Index.jsp 
 
NewSchools Venture Fund 
http://newschools.org/ 
 



 9

New Teacher Project 
http://www.tntp.org/ 
 
Philanthropy Roundtable 
http://www.philanthropyroundtable.org/ 
 
Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence 
http://www.prichardcommittee.org/ 
 
Progressive Policy Institute 
http://www.ppionline.org/ 
 
Project GRAD Atlanta 
www.projectgradatlanta.org/ 
 
Teach for America 
http://www.teachforamerica.org/ 
 
Urban Institute 
http://www.urban.org/ 
 
Washington Scholarship Fund 
http://www.washingtonscholarshipfund.org/ 
 
 


