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Minnesota KIDS COUNT is a joint project of the 
Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota

and 
Congregations Concerned for Children-Child Advocacy Network

at the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition.

Minnesota KIDS COUNT releases periodic reports and an annual data book to
provide a statistical profile of Minnesota’s children and suggestions for
action on their behalf. This data book was made possible through funds

provided by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

Any or all portions of this report may be reproduced without prior
permission, provided the source is cited.

Additional copies of this book are available for $12, 
plus postage and handling, from:

Congregations Concerned for Children-Child Advocacy Network
Joint Religious Legislative Coalition

122 West Franklin Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55404

(612) 870-3670
or toll-free, 1 (888) 870-1402

Please inquire about rates for bulk orders.

County pages are available on the web at
http://www.cdf-mn.org/kidscount.html
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Additional Publications

From Minnesota KIDS COUNT
These publications are free of charge and are available online at 
http://www.cdf-mn.org/kidscount.html.

All Kids Count! Assessing the Well-being of African-American, American Indian,
Asian, and Latino Children. 2002. 47 pages.

Minnesota Children in the 2000 Census:
Population by County. Spring, 2001. 8 pages.
Household Composition. Summer, 2001. 8 pages.
Low-Income Children and Families. Fall, 2002. 6 pages.
Children with Disabilities. Winter, 2002. 4 pages.
Language Spoken at Home. Winter, 2002. 4 pages.
Housing and Families. Winter, 2002. 4 pages.
Educational Attainment. Winter, 2002. 4 pages.

From National KIDS COUNT
This publication is free of charge and can be downloaded at http://www.kidscount.org,
or ordered by calling (410) 223-2890.

2002 National KIDS COUNT Data Book. State Profiles of Child Well-Being. 
2002. 200 pages.

To subscribe to the free Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota newsletter, please call 
(651) 227-6121, or email west@cdf-mn.org.

To join the Children’s Defense Fund-MN listserve, please send an email to 
webmaster@cdf-mn.org.
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A state’s quality of life reflects what it val-
ues. Minnesota enjoys a high quality of life as it
consistently leads the nation in the well-being
of its children. This is source of great pride and
hope.

Minnesotans are proud when:
• Children are healthy.

• Children are safe.

• Children have access to a good education.

• Children have equal opportunities.
The data in this publication helps

Minnesotans see where they are succeeding
and where they need to do more. With this
information, Minnesota citizens and policy
makers can recommit themselves to ensuring
that no child is left behind.

Minnesota Children in 2001
All Minnesota children deserve a fair start

in life. Yet many Minnesota children live in fam-
ilies that have inadequate financial resources to
make ends meet.
• One in ten Minnesota children lived below

the poverty line ($18,000 for a family of four.)

• One in ten children received food support
(formerly known as food stamps) ($23,000 for
a family of four.)

• One in four Minnesota children receive
free/reduced-price school lunches ($33,000
for a family of four.)

These indicators all improved or held
steady during the economic prosperity of the
1990s, but in the last year of available data,
food support receipt and free/reduced-price
lunch participation have started to increase.

All Minnesota children deserve a head
start in life. Yet many Minnesota children do not
have a good start at birth, or a successful edu-
cational experience.
• One out of every sixteen Minnesota babies

was born at low birth weight.

• Almost 1,600 teenagers gave birth.

Minnesota has made excellent progress in
reducing teen births; teen birth rates have
decreased by 26% over the past ten years.
However, the percent of children born at low
birth weight has climbed 28% during the same
period.

INTRODUCTION

Introduction, continued on p. 3
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• Fifteen percent of the enrollment in
Minnesota schools changed schools at least
once during the school year. This has
increased 17% since 1992-93.

• More than one in five Minnesota students
does not graduate on time. This rate has not
improved over time.

All Minnesota children deserve a safe start
in life. Yet the lives of too many Minnesota chil-
dren are affected by crime and violence.
• 13,569 Minnesota children were arrested for

serious crime. However, this number has
been cut in half over the last ten years.

• Around 10,000 Minnesota children every
year have a substantiated report of child
abuse and neglect, or enter the child welfare
system through a new “alternative response”
program, and about 17,500 children are
placed in foster care or group homes away
from their families.

• 173 Minnesota children died preventable
deaths in 2001 from homicide, suicide or
injury.

CDF Minnesota staff will visit 19 communi-
ties across the state, including urban, suburban,
small town and rural areas. These informal
community meetings, called Kids Count Coffees,
offer the opportunity for people to learn about
the well-being of children in their local area
and to identify ways to become more involved
in advocating on their behalf.

Minnesotans — parents, schools, faith-
based organizations, non-profits, businesses
and government — must continue to strive to
provide a community where all of our children
are healthy, safe and educated. Minnesota
should settle for nothing less.

If you would like to join us in these efforts,
please call (651) 227-6121 or visit our web site
at http://www.cdf-mn.org.

INTRODUCTION, continued
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Children in Out-of-Home Placement
All Children American Indian Two or more races Hispanic

African-American Asian White
1992 18,096 3,459 2,130 304 11,337 412

1993 18,673 3,860 2,108 316 11,489 562

1994 19,636 4,007 2,176 292 11,658 581

1995 18,492 3,685 2,034 308 11,308 636

1996 17,508 3,492 1,995 285 10,701 644

1997 18,381 3,981 2,030 332 10,897 726

1998 18,854 4,107 2,102 408 11,089 844

1999 n/a

2000 18,451 3,573 1,903 440 1,581 10,613 1,022

2001 17,587 3,395 1,974 401 1,287 10,251 1043
Race data for 2000 and later is categorized differently and makes direct comparisons to previous years difficult.
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Area 1992 1995 1998 2001 1992-2001
# rate/1000 # rate/1000 # rate/1000 # rate/1000 % change

Region 1 250 9.5 286 11.2 306 12.5 384 16.6 75%

Region 2 402 19.8 456 21.6 460 21.6 444 21.2 7%

Region 3 2,028 25.4 2,104 26.5 1,808 23.5 1,580 21.4 -16%

Region 4 647 12.0 739 13.7 806 14.8 786 14.9 24%

Region 5 600 15.4 632 15.6 659 16.3 839 20.9 36%

Region 6 444 9.6 462 10.2 479 10.8 488 11.2 16%

Region 7 1,099 9.4 1,557 12.5 1,641 12.5 1,621 12.1 29%

Region 8 406 12.0 506 15.2 481 15.3 434 12.6 5%

Region 9 631 10.8 704 12.2 675 11.7 675 12.2 13%

Region 10 971 8.2 1,141 9.7 1,371 11.6 1,507 12.4 51%

Hennepin 6,283 25.3 5,457 22.1 5,120 20.7 4,439 16.5 -35%

Ramsey 1,835 14.3 1,710 14.0 2,238 18.3 2,212 16.9 18%

Surr. Metro 2,500 9.8 2,738 10.0 2,814 9.9 2,178 7.1 -28%

State 18,096 14.8 18,492 14.9 18,858 15.0 17,587 13.5 -9%

Children in Out-of-Home Placements, 
Rate per 1000, 1992-2001

Source: 
MN Department

of Human
Services
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What Does This Indicator Measure?
This indicator measures the number of children who died each

year from murder, suicide, car crashes or other unintentional injuries,
compared to the total number of children. This information is collected
from death certificates. Some murders and suicides within this catego-
ry may be counted as unintentional injuries. Because of small numbers,
regional rates are given as three year averages.

Why Is It Important?
Although the overall number of child deaths each year is relatively

small, each child is a unique and precious person who cannot be
replaced. Also, for every death due to injury, there are many more seri-
ous disabilities, hospitalizations and medical problems. For every com-
pleted suicide, there are numerous suicide attempts. For every murder,
there are many other cases of assault and abuse. These deaths repre-
sent the tip of an iceberg of harm to children.

How Can We Improve?
Almost all of the deaths in this category are preventable. Although

many are categorized as “accidents” they are not “accidental” in the
sense that basic educational, policy and other interventions could prevent many of them. Proper safety seats for children and
reducing drunk driving by teenagers would greatly reduce the number of auto-related fatalities. Injuries from falls, drowning and
poisoning could often have been prevented by improvements to children’s environments and better supervision by adults. The
depression, alcohol abuse and other emotional distress that leads to suicide can be alleviated through early intervention and help
for troubled children. And child deaths through murder, usually by a child’s caregiver, require help and assistance to families
dealing with mental health issues, chemical dependency, domestic violence and abuse and neglect.

Minnesota Trends
The child death rate in Minnesota has decreased throughout the decade, to a rate of 1.3 out of every 10,000 children in

2001. This reflects primarily a decline in deaths due to injuries. Regions 2, 4, and 8 had the highest death rate for 1999 through
2000. The largest percentage of child deaths continues to be injuries, which comprise 75% of deaths in this category from 1992
through 2001. Suicides comprise almost 14%, and homicides comprise close to 12%. Eighteen percent of child deaths in the last
ten years were among children of color; three percent were Latino children.

Children Dying 
from Homicide,

Suicide and Injuries

Percent of Children Dying from Homicide, 
Suicide and Injuries in Minnesota, 
Compared to Average

Significantly Less Than Average

At or Near Average

Significantly More Than Average

For More Information

Minnesota Safety Council/MN SAFE KIDS
Coalition. Provides training, consultation,
outreach and safety resources for preventing
unintentional injuries. 1-800-444-9150.
www.mnsafetycouncil.org

Minnesota Department of Health. Suicide
Prevention Program. http://www.health.
state.mn.us/divs/opa/suicidefct03.html

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Helps states and communities reduce the
threat of drunk drivers, promotes motor
vehicle safety. 1-888-327-4236.
www.nhtsa.dot.gov
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Statewide Statistics Children Dying Violently
All Children Children of Color* Hispanic Murder Suicide Injuries

1992 213 32 6 20 39 154

1993 204 41 10 23 27 154

1994 183 41 3 19 16 148

1995 211 44 12 29 34 148

1996 205 35 n/a 32 24 149

1997 190 35 4 16 23 151

1998 171 35 5 23 25 123

1999 139 14 6 22 20 97

2000 183 30 7 16 21 146

2001 174 31 9 18 28 128
*Does not include Hispanic
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Area 1992 1994 1997 2001 1992-1994 1995-1997 1999-2001 1992-94 to 1999-01
rate/10,000 rate/10,000 rate/10,000 % change

Region 1 5 7 9 2 2.4 3.0 1.3 -47%

Region 2 4 6 7 8 3.1 4.1 2.4 -23%

Region 3 21 11 10 9 1.9 1.5 1.5 -20%

Region 4 15 9 10 11 1.8 2.4 2.3 26%

Region 5 8 5 11 12 2.6 2.3 2.1 -21%

Region 6 10 11 4 11 2.1 1.6 2.0 -2%

Region 7 22 31 18 26 2.0 1.7 1.6 -21%

Region 8 7 8 5 6 2.4 1.4 2.3 -5%

Region 9 9 5 6 12 2.0 1.4 1.8 -10%

Region 10 12 13 23 8 1.0 1.5 1.1 13%

Hennepin 37 37 28 33 1.4 1.5 1.0 -26%

Ramsey 20 18 23 12 1.6 1.5 1.0 -39%

Surr. Metro 43 22 36 23 1.2 1.3 0.8 -31%

State 213 183 190 173 1.6 1.6 1.3 -20%

Children Dying from Homicide, Suicide and Injuries,
Rate per 1000, 1992-2001

Source: 
MN Department

of Health
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Minnesota
Counties &
Reservations
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1992 1996 2001 2001
State

Family Economics

Children in poverty (1990, 2000) 146,386 13% 121,691 10% -24%

Children receiving food support (<130% poverty) 165,453 13.3% 146,134 11.7% 104,262 10.0% -25%

Children receiving free/reduced-price school 186,353 23.7% 212,351 25.4% 222,043 26.5% 12%
lunches (92-93, 96-97, 01-02) (<185% poverty)

Starting Out

Children born to teenage mothers (a)/3-yr rate per 1,000 * 1,911 2,019 18.5 1,598 13.6 -26%

Children born at low birth weight 3,211 4.9% 3,715 5.8% 4,179 6.3% 28%

Children changing schools (92-93, 96-97, 01-02) 99,682 12.8% 116,936 14.0% 124,902 14.9% 17%

Challenges to Success

Children not graduating on time (1997, 2001) 13,019 21.8% 14,331 21.9% 1%

Children arrested for serious crimes/rate per 1,000 * 19,382 45.6 21,282 45.2 13,569 22.4 -51%

Children abused & neglected/rate per 1,000 * (b) 11,217 8.5 10,200 8.3 6767 (3191)

Children in out-of-home placements/rate per 1,000 * 18,096 13.9 17,508 15.0 17,587 13.5 -3%

Children dying from homicide, suicide and injuries 213 1.6 205 1.5 173 1.5 -6%

Minnesota
Minnesota is the twenty-first largest state in the United States. The per

capita income in 1999 was $31,935, tenth highest in the country. The
largest industries in 2000 were services, durable goods manufacturing, and
state and local government. Finance, insurance and real estate was the
fastest growing industry, increasing 10% between 1999 and 2000. The
2001 unemployment rate was 3.7%.

In the most recent national KIDS COUNT data book, which used 1999
data, Minnesota ranked first in the nation on a set of ten indicators of child
well-being. The state ranked first or second on indicators showing the per-
cent of idle teens (not attending school and not working) (4%), the percent
of children living in families where no parent has full-time, year-round
employment (13%), the percent of teens who are high school dropouts (5%),
the percent of children in poverty (13%), and the percent of families with
children headed by a single parent (21%).

(a) mothers under 18  (b) numbers in parentheses reflect alternative response program participants * Rates not given for less than 10 events

Demographics (2000)
Number of children under 18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,286,894
Number of children of color  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231,489
Percent children of color  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18%
White  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,079,278
African American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64,308
American Indian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20,607
Asian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53,831
Other race  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25,019
Two or more races  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43,851
Latino/Hispanic (of any race)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55,640
Number of households with children  . . . . . . . . . . . . .658,565
Percent households with children  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35%


