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[ The 17 best counties
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Although Alabama Kids Count uses 18 indicaors,
the overall county rankings are based on the follow-
ing eight: infant mortality rate, low-weight births,

Children’s Health Index, births to unmarried teens,
vulnerable families, children receiving AFDC/TANF,
children in poverty, and single-parent families.
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INFANT MORTALITY RATE

Low WEIGHT BIrTHS

INDICATORS AND DEFINITIONS

Births to Unmarried Teens: The number of live births to
unmarried females aged 10 through 19 expressed as a per-
cent of live births to women of all ages.

Child Death Rate: The number of deaths from all causes to
children aged 1 through 14 per 100,000 children of those ages.

Children in Poverty: Related children under 18 living below
the federal poverty threshold expressed as a percentage of all
related children under 18.

Children Receiving AFDC/TANF: The number of children

in families receiving AFDC/TANF payments during February
of the specified year expressed as a percentage of all chil-
dren under 20. In 1996, the AFDC program (“Aid to Families
with Dependent Children”) became the TANF program
(“Temporary Assistance to Needy Families”).

Children with Indications of Abuse or Neglect: The number
of children with indication of abuse or neglect per 1,000
children under 18.

CHILDREN'S HEALTH INDEX

BIrTHS TO
UNMARRIED TEENS

Children's Health Index: The percent of total births with none
of six birth characteristics that affect children's later school
success (late or no prenatal care, low maternal weight gain,
mother smoked during pregnancy, mother drank alcohol during
pregnancy, three or more older siblings and closely spaced birth).

Employed Mothers with Young Children: Percent of mothers
with children under six either employed or serving in the
armed forces.

Event Dropout Rate: The percent of students in 9th through
12th grades who dropped out in a given year.

First Grade Retention Rate: The number of children in the
first grade who were retained as a percent of all first graders.

Infant Mortality Rate: The number of deaths to infants under
one year of age per 1,000 live births.

Juvenile Substance Abuse Arrest Rate: The number of arrests
of persons under age 18 for the sale of illegal drugs, the pos-
session of illegal drugs, driving under the influence of alcohol,
the violation of liquor laws, or drunkenness per 100,000 per-
sons aged 10 through 17.



Mission Statement

1o ensure a decent childhood for

every Alabama child.

1o accomplish this mission,

VOICES for Alabamas Children:

w researches the conditions of

children in our state

m communicates those conditions

to those who can work for change

w advocates for public policy and
private programs that will improve

the lives of children and families, and

w builds coalitions to work for improvement

in Alabamas child well-being.

The following are programs of
VOICES for Alabama’s Children:

Alabama Kids Count
Childrens Legislative Agenda
Children’s Legislative Report

Kids and Kin Program

Legislative Advocacy
Childrens Isues Public Awareness Campaign

Regional Meetings of Child Advocates

mVOICES

1-800-444-KIDS (5437) m E-mail: vfacaalavoices.org
Website: www.alavoices.org
P.O. Box 4576, Montgomery, AL 36103-4576




