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Fewer Arkansas Children Living in Poverty, Yet State Still Lags
Behind in Child Well-Being
Almost one in four Arkansas kids continue to face obstacles created by poverty
LITTLE ROCK (June 27, 2018) — The number of Arkansas children in poverty has decreased
by 28,000 since 2010, according to data in the 2018 KIDS COUNT® Data Book released today
by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. Despite this progress, 24 percent of the state’s kids still live
in poverty (almost one in four), and Arkansas lags the national average of 19 percent. Arkansas
kids who live in poverty face more obstacles and a tougher climb to success than their more
affluent peers in the state and nation.
The data indicate that 165,000 Arkansas children lived in poverty in 2016, the latest year for
which information is available, down from 193,000 in 2010. Arkansas is in 43rd place for this
indicator. For overall child well-being, Arkansas is ranked in the bottom 10 states, at 41st.
It is important to note that children of color in Arkansas disproportionately live in poverty; 40
percent of black children and 34 percent of Hispanic or Latino children in Arkansas are in
poverty. This is compared to only 17 percent of white children.
“The decrease in the number of children living in poverty is good news, but we have to do more
to improve life for our kids of all races,” said Rich Huddleston, executive director of Arkansas
Advocates for Children and Families. “Public policy has a huge impact on the well-being of our
children. If Arkansas lawmakers passed more pro-child development policies like a state-level
Earned Income Tax Credit, we could help even more families permanently move out of poverty.
Families of all races could climb the economic ladder, kids would have more resources to help
them succeed during their formative years, and we would strengthen the state’s economy.”
Another key to ensuring Arkansas children get the resources they need to thrive is an accurate
2020 U.S. Census count. When kids aren’t counted, state and local infrastructures face losing
billions of federal dollars for supports — like education, school lunches, Head Start, Medicaid,
SNAP, and CHIP — that give kids the opportunity of a healthy start in life.

The undercount of young children has gotten worse with every Census since 1980. Without
intervention, the Annie E. Casey Foundation estimates that the 2020 U.S. Census will likely
undercount about 1 million children under age 5, posing a threat to child well-being.
“If we don’t count children, we render their needs invisible and their futures uncertain,” said
Casey Foundation President and CEO Patrick McCarthy. “A major Census undercount will
result in overcrowded classrooms, shuttered Head Start programs, understaffed hospital
emergency rooms and more kids without health care.”
Children living in rural or hard-to-count areas are at even greater risk of being undercounted and
losing their existing share of political representation and supportive services and programs. In
Arkansas, 22 percent of children under age 5 live in hard-to-count Census tracts.
For nearly 30 years, the 2018 KIDS COUNT® Data Book has provided a comprehensive look at
child well-being in the United States. The more accurate the count, the better they can track and
understand how children in the nation and in Arkansas are faring.
The annual Data Book uses 16 indicators to rank each state across four domains — health,
education, economic well-being, and family and community — that represent what children need
most to thrive. Arkansas ranks:
●

30th in health. Ninety-six percent of the state’s kids now have health insurance, an alltime high for Arkansas that is on par with the national average.

●

33rd in education. With a rank of 13 in pre-K attendance, Arkansas lags behind
Mississippi and Louisiana, which rank 7 and 8, respectively. Moreover, 69 percent of
Arkansas’ fourth-graders are not reading at grade level and 75 percent of eighth-graders
score below proficient in math. Both of these indicators have seen little or no progress
since 2009.

●

44th in economic well-being. In addition to a lower poverty rate, more parents are
employed, and almost 50,000 fewer children are living in homes with a high housing cost
compared to 2010. However, the state is ranked 46th for teens not in school and not
working. Our overall economic well-being ranking shows that kids in other states may be
benefiting more from gains in economic well-being.

●

45th in family and community. Fourteen percent of Arkansas kids live in homes where
the household head lacks a high school diploma, and 38 percent of our kids live in
single-parent households. Both of these indicators reflect slight progress since 2010,
when the rates were 16 and 39 percent, respectively. Unfortunately, the state still ranks
50th for number of teen births, with 35 teen births per 1,000 females ages 15 to 19.

“Our progress in some areas and our stagnation in others reflects where we’ve put our
resources and the policies lawmakers have prioritized over the years,” said Huddleston, who

uplifts bipartisan policies like ARKids First — a health insurance program for low-income kids
that was established in 1997 by former Gov. Mike Huckabee.
“In contrast, our lack of continued investment in education has stalled results and let our kids
down. And the decision by lawmakers to diminish state revenue with repeated tax cuts has
caused our children and lower-income families to suffer, as the programs that serve them [LK8]
have struggled. The state is considering another tax cut in 2019, this one for high-income
earners. In light of this important data, the state should reconsider such a cut. It’s time for
lawmakers to make our children a greater priority than tax cuts for the wealthy.”

Release Information
The 2018 KIDS COUNT® Data Book will be available June 27 at 12:01 a.m. EDT at
www.aecf.org. Additional information is available at www.aecf.org/databook, which also contains
the most recent national, state and local data on hundreds of indicators of child well-being.
Journalists interested in creating maps, graphs and rankings in stories about the Data Book can
use the KIDS COUNT Data Center at datacenter.kidscount.org.
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Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families is a statewide, non-profit child advocacy
organization established in 1977. Our mission is to ensure that all children and their families
have the resources and opportunities to lead healthy and productive lives and to realize their full
potential.
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The Annie E. Casey Foundation creates a brighter future for the nation’s children by developing
solutions to strengthen families, build paths to economic opportunity and transform struggling
communities into safer and healthier places to live, work and grow. For more information, visit
www.aecf.org. KIDS COUNT® is a registered trademark of the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

