
                            






                                
            
                            


        
        
        
            Skip to main content
        
    

        
        
                        
                [image: The Annie E. Casey Foundation]
                [image: The Annie E. Casey Foundation]
            

                        
                	
                            
                                About Us
                            
                                                            
                                    About Us Sub Menu
                                    
    


                                
                                	
                                            
                                                Financial Information
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Jobs
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Our History
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Our Leadership
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                The Casey Philanthropies
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Workforce Composition
                                            
                                        


                                                    
	
                            
                                Strategies
                            
                                                            
                                    Strategies Sub Menu
                                    
    


                                
                                	
                                            
                                                Child Welfare
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Community Change
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Economic Opportunity
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Equity and Inclusion
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Evidence-Based Practice
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Juvenile Justice
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                KIDS COUNT
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Leadership Development
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Research and Policy
                                            
                                        


                                                    
	
                            
                                Topics
                            
                                                            
                                    Topics Sub Menu
                                    
    


                                
                                	
                                            
                                                Child Poverty
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Foster Care
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Juvenile Probation
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Kinship Care
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Racial Equity and Inclusion
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Two-Generation Approaches
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                See All Other Topics
                                            
                                        


                                                    
	
                            
                                Grants
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Contact Us
                            
                                                    


                                
                    
                        Open Search Modal

                        
    
    


                    
                    
                        
                            Search AECF.org
                            
                                
                                
                                    Submit Search
                                    
    
    


                                
                            

                            
                                Close Search Modal

                                
    


                            
                        

                    

                

            

                        
                	
                            
                                Blog
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Podcast
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Webinars
                            
                                                    


                	
                            
                                Publications
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                KIDS COUNT Data Book
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                KIDS COUNT Data Center
                            
                                                            
                                    
    


                                
                                                    


                	
                        
                            More
                            
    


                        
                        	
                                    
                                        Blog
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        Podcast
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        Webinars
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        Publications
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        KIDS COUNT Data Book
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        KIDS COUNT Data Center
                                    
                                                                            
                                            
    


                                        
                                                                    


                    


            
        

    


        
        
            
                [image: The Annie E. Casey Foundation]
                [image: The Annie E. Casey Foundation]
            
            
                
                    
    
    


                
                
                    
    
    
    


                    Open Menu
                
            

        

    

        
        
            
                [image: The Annie E. Casey Foundation]
            
            
                
                    
    
    


                
                
                    
    


                    Close Menu
                
            

        


                	
                                            
                            About Us
                            
    


                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        Overview
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Financial Information
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Jobs
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Our History
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Our Leadership
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            The Casey Philanthropies
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Workforce Composition
                                        
                                    


                        

                                    
	
                                            
                            Strategies
                            
    


                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        Overview
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Child Welfare
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Community Change
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Economic Opportunity
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Equity and Inclusion
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Evidence-Based Practice
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Juvenile Justice
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            KIDS COUNT
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Leadership Development
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Research and Policy
                                        
                                    


                        

                                    
	
                                            
                            Topics
                            
    


                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        Overview
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Child Poverty
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Foster Care
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Juvenile Probation
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Kinship Care
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Racial Equity and Inclusion
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Two-Generation Approaches
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            See All Other Topics
                                        
                                    


                        

                                    
	
                                            
                            Grants
                        
                                    
	
                                            
                            Contact Us
                        
                                    



                
            	
                        
                            Blog
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            Podcast
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            Webinars
                        
                                            


            	
                        
                            Publications
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            KIDS COUNT Data Book
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            KIDS COUNT Data Center
                        
                                                    
                                
    


                            
                                            


        

    


                                                
            

        
    
    




        
                
            
                

                    




    
    
        	
        
            Resources
        
                
    

    


    

                                        
                        Data on Children in Foster Care From the Census Bureau                    


                                            A Working Paper

                                                                
                                                            Posted June 1, 2008

                            
                                                            By the Annie E. Casey Foundation

                                                    

                                    

                                    
                                
    
        
            Share Via: 
        
        
            

        

    



    

                    

                            

        

    



                
        
                
            
                
                                            Get the Full Report:
                                    

                
                                                                                            Download Report
                                                                                    
                                                        

            

        

                
            
                                    
                        [image: Foster Children July2508 Cover1]
                    

                                
                    
                                                                            
                                Summary
                            

                            This paper provides the first systematic examination of data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau on children in foster care. This data stands as an important source of information on a large segment of the foster child population and the households where they live. 

The 2000 census was the first decennial census in the United States to identify   children in foster care, and the American Community Survey (ACS) has collected data on foster children each year since 2000. 

The document opens by examining the question used to identify foster children in   the decennial census as well as the American Community Survey. It notes that Census Bureau surveys, when checked against administrative records, only identify about half of the number of children shown to be in foster care. The surveys do a better job of capturing children living in non-kinship family foster care while missing kids living in kinship care, institutional and   group arrangements, the paper suggests. 

 The second part of report uses the 2006 ACS to provide data on the   characteristics of non-kinship family foster care households compared to all households with children. The analysis first focuses on characteristics of household   living arrangements, including family size and family structure, and the second part of the analysis examines socioeconomic characteristics of households with foster children. There is no other source of systematic data that provides such information for foster care providers or households where foster children live.

Living Arrangements 

Households with foster children differ from other households with children on almost every dimension examined, according to the data. 

In terms of living arrangements and when compared to all households with   children, households with foster children are typically:

	Larger, with more children and a higher children-to-adults ratio; and 
	Less likely to be married-couple households and more likely to be single-parent or cohabiting-couple households.


Socioeconomic Measures

With respect to socioeconomic measures and when compared to all households with children, households with foster children are typically: 

	More likely to be in low-income families and report a lower average household   income;
	More likely to have a severe financial housing burden; 
	More   likely to report receiving public assistance income;
	More likely to be have a householder or spouse who did not complete high school and less likely to have a householder or spouse who graduated from college; and
	More likely to have a householder or spouse who did not work in the previous year and less likely to have a householder or spouse who worked full time in the previous year.
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                                                                                                    Aging Out and Arrests
                                                                                                

                                                                                55% of 21-year-olds who had "aged out of foster care" had been arrested at least once between age 18 and 21, compared to only 8% if a similar-age group who did not age out of foster care.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Presence on the Census
                                                                                                

                                                                                The 2000 Decennial Census was the first Decennial Census to identify foster children and the 2010 Decennial Census did not identify foster children.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Under-Identified for Several Reasons
                                                                                                

                                                                                Foster children are under-identified in the Census, in part, due their brevity in the system -- in 2005, about 96,000 children exited foster care in less than 5 months, and almost 50,000 exited in less than one month.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    The Census Doesn't Cover It
                                                                                                

                                                                                Several aspects in the structure of the 2000 Census contributed to an inherent under-count of foster children. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Households with Foster Children
                                                                                                

                                                                                61.5% of households with foster children had only one foster child, while 24.3% have two foster children and 10% have three or more.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Size vs. Income
                                                                                                

                                                                                Even though households with foster children are larger than the average household with children, the income in households with foster children is significantly lower than the average income in all households with children

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Differences in Income
                                                                                                

                                                                                The mean income for all households with children ($74,301) is nearly one-third higher (31%) than the mean income of households with foster children ($56,364).

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Income Tied to Education
                                                                                                

                                                                                The lower average income of households with foster children can be traced to lower educational attainment and less involvement in the paid labor force.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Numbers Don't Match Up
                                                                                                

                                                                                Data from the 2006 ACS indicated that black children were 26% of the foster care children identified, but blacks make up only 15% of all children (under age 18( in the ACS. Hispanic children 28% of the children in foster care although Hispanics are only 20% of all children.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                    

                
            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        Overall, the existing research suggests that children in foster care have more compromised developmental outcomes than children who do not experience placement in foster care. Young people in the nation’s troubled foster-care system are all too accustomed to inattention and indignities from bureaucracies that are supposed to be caring for them.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        The administrative data on children in foster care focus heavily on their experience in the child welfare system, but have very little information on socio-demographic status or living arrangements. And provide almost nothing about the characteristics of foster parents or foster homes.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                Households of kids in foster care differ dramatically from all households with kids
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        The families raising children in foster care are at a socioeconomic disadvantage on nearly every measure examined when compared to all households with kids, according to 2000 census data. Households with kids in foster care are also substantially larger, headcount-wise, relative to all households with kids.
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