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                                Summary
                            

                            Proficient 4th-grade readers are more likely to be high school graduates and be economically successful adults. Although reading proficiency rates have improved over the past decade, large disparities still exist. This KIDS COUNT Data Snapshot outlines those disparities and recommendations to overcome them.
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                                                                                                    Poor Kids, Poor Readers
                                                                                                

                                                                                80% of low-income fourth graders are not proficient in reading

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Reading Deficit
                                                                                                

                                                                                 66% of all fourth graders are not proficient in reading

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Location, Location, Location
                                                                                                

                                                                                79% of fourth-grade students in New Mexico and Mississippi were not reading proficiently compared with 53% in Massachusetts.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                    

                
            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        Reading proficiency remains unacceptably low [in the United States] in an economic environment that requires increasing levels of education and skills for family sustaining jobs.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        By 2020, the United States is expected to face a shortage of 1.5 million workers with college degrees but will have a surplus of 6 million individuals without a high school diploma who are unemployed because they lack necessary educational credentials.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                        

                                    
                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        If we do not make sure all children gain the needed reading skills to be successful in school, their future educational and economic prospects will be dim, and our economy will lag.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        A significant majority of states made gains in reading proficiency in the past decade, with the biggest gains occurring in Maryland, the District of Columbia and Rhode Island. Only four states—West Virginia, Michigan, Alaska and South Dakota—saw their rates get slightly worse.
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                    Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.
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