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                                Summary
                            

                            Twenty years ago, even as manufacturing jobs moved offshore, young people could still gain a foothold in the workforce through neighbourhood stores and restaurants. Over the past decade, youth could find a career track in construction, fueled by the housing boom. In today's economy, the options seem to have disappeared, and America's young people stand last in line for jobs. This KIDS COUNT policy report suggests that business, government, philanthropy and communities must come together to create opportunities and build a stronger workforce for the future. Now is the time to undertake a flexible, focused and nimble approach to strengthen our systems and create new opportunities for disconnected youth. 

                        
                                                                                            

                

            

        

                            
                
                    
                        Findings & Stats
                                            
                

                
                    
                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                Disconnected youth by race and Hispanic origin.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Taxpayer Burden
                                                                                                

                                                                                For all out-of-school and out-of-work youth ages 16 to 24, the total taxpayer burden is an estimated $1.56 trillion.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                Percentage of disconnected youth by family income.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    It Doesn't Add Up
                                                                                                

                                                                                High school dropouts compose one-quarter of the participants in youth employment programs in the system. Limited dollars serve less than 1 percent of them.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                A chart showing the opportunities to create pathways to success for disconnected youth.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Experience Matters
                                                                                                

                                                                                Youth who miss out on an early work experience are more likely to endure later unemployment and less likely to achieve higher levels of career attainment.
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                                        To get a job these days, you need experience, but you can't get experience without a job. For youth from disadvantaged backgrounds, the challenges can be even greater.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Reconnecting youth to education and employment requires a multifaceted approach. No one system or sector can do it alone, and a range of organizations and agencies must play an important role.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                        

                                    
                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Work itself is the strongest and most effective 'program.' Early job experience increases the likelihood of more work in the future, as well as more employer-sponsored education.
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                                Key Takeaways
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                
                                            The severity of the current downturn and the jobless recovery are likely to have deep and long-term economic effects on both society and young people, particularly disconnected youth.

                                        
                                                                    
                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                
                                            America is losing ground to other countries in producing more educated and skilled workers.

                                        
                                                                    
                                                                                        

            

        
    

    	
	

							
											
							



        


                            
                    Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.
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