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                                Summary
                            

                            This report outlines the Baltimore Leadership in Action Program’s recommended strategies for achieving seven goals aimed at improving school readiness for the children of Baltimore, Maryland.
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                                                                                                    School Readiness
                                                                                                

                                                                                27% of Baltimore City kindergarteners were fully school-ready upon entering kindergarten, compared to 55% of all kindergarteners in Maryland.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Domains of Learning
                                                                                                

                                                                                Children in Baltimore City are behind their peers across the state in every domain of learning except physical development.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Non-Native Speakers
                                                                                                

                                                                                Fewer than 20% of children whose first language is not English were assessed as fully school-ready.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                    

                
            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        Increased school readiness results in improved academic performance, fewer behavioral problems, greater school attendance, higher graduation rates, and, ultimately, success in later life. In Baltimore, the cost of the status quo is high. The opportunity for improvement, and thus economic returns, is great.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Parents, many without adequate community-based support systems and experiential models for successful parenting, often struggle to fulfill their role as their children’s first teacher. While it is important to recognize that many Baltimore City families succeed in this responsibility, it is equally important to recognize that quality, culturally relevant parent and adult education, as well as health care, parent support, and social services, are not consistently in place to support the city’s parents.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                Investing In The Future Of Baltimore's Children Cannot Wait
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        Baltimore's children lag far behind their peers across the state when it comes to school readiness. Investing the time and resources needed to substantially improve school readiness, while daunting, is essential to ensuring that today's children become responsible, healthy, educated, self-sustaining adults.
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