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                                Summary
                            

                            Each year, adolescents exit our foster care systems without a permanent family or the experiences necessary to easily navigate adulthood. This report challenges readers to adopt a new model—one of collaboration, customization and comprehensive support—to help give all of America’s foster children a chance at a better, brighter future.
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                                                                                                    Aging Out
                                                                                                

                                                                                Each year, as many as 25,000 teenagers age out of the foster care system.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Bad Results
                                                                                                

                                                                                Aging out of a foster system without a permanent family correlates to an increased risk for homelessness, joblessness, criminal activity and early parenthood. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Limited View
                                                                                                

                                                                                The terms that experts have historically used to describe the aging out process—emancipation, transition, independent living—promote a limited view that fails to fully consider the youth’s ongoing and long-term well-being. 

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Readjusted Focus
                                                                                                

                                                                                If a legal, permanent connection to a family is unattainable, the next best option for a youth aging out of foster care is to have a permanent commitment to a person—not a place.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Markers of Success
                                                                                                

                                                                                Some markers of a successful transition to adulthood are: Employment, education, basic life skills, housing and the ability to tend to physical and behavioral health needs. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                    

                

            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        All youth need and deserve a family to count on for a lifetime, and all youth need and deserve to be adequately prepared to face the adult world.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        When working with older youth in foster care, customized outcomes must be the rule. A one-size-fits-all philosophy is entirely inadequate.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                Caseworkers for adolescents in foster care should embrace a family-focused, youth-centered approach.
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        To end the aging out crisis, the Annie E. Casey Foundation believes that we must provide—to each and every adolescent in the foster care system—a safe and permanent family, community connections and support systems, and the tools necessary to successfully navigate adulthood. 

                                            
                                                                                                            
                                                                                        

            

        
    

    	
	

			
			
			



        


                            
                    Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.
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