
                            






                                
            
                            


        
        
        
            Skip to main content
        
    

        
        
                        
                
                
            

                        
                	
                            
                                About Us
                            
                                                            
                                    About Us Sub Menu
                                    
    


                                
                                	
                                            
                                                Financial Information
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Jobs
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Our History
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Our Leadership
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                The Casey Philanthropies
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Workforce Composition
                                            
                                        


                                                    
	
                            
                                Strategies
                            
                                                            
                                    Strategies Sub Menu
                                    
    


                                
                                	
                                            
                                                Child Welfare
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Community Change
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Economic Opportunity
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Equity and Inclusion
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Evidence-Based Practice
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Juvenile Justice
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                KIDS COUNT
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Leadership Development
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Research and Policy
                                            
                                        


                                                    
	
                            
                                Topics
                            
                                                            
                                    Topics Sub Menu
                                    
    


                                
                                	
                                            
                                                Child Poverty
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Foster Care
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Juvenile Probation
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Kinship Care
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Racial Equity and Inclusion
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                Two-Generation Approaches
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                                                See All Other Topics
                                            
                                        


                                                    
	
                            
                                Grants
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Contact Us
                            
                                                    


                                
                    
                        Open Search Modal

                        
    
    


                    
                    
                        
                            Search AECF.org
                            
                                
                                
                                    Submit Search
                                    
    
    


                                
                            

                            
                                Close Search Modal

                                
    


                            
                        

                    

                

            

                        
                	
                            
                                Blog
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Podcast
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Webinars
                            
                                                    


                	
                            
                                Publications
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                KIDS COUNT Data Book
                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                KIDS COUNT Data Center
                            
                                                            
                                    
    


                                
                                                    


                	
                        
                            More
                            
    


                        
                        	
                                    
                                        Blog
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        Podcast
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        Webinars
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        Publications
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        KIDS COUNT Data Book
                                    
                                                                    
	
                                    
                                        KIDS COUNT Data Center
                                    
                                                                            
                                            
    


                                        
                                                                    


                    


            
        

    


        
        
            
                
                
            
            
                
                    
    
    


                
                
                    
    
    
    


                    Open Menu
                
            

        

    

        
        
            
                
            
            
                
                    
    
    


                
                
                    
    


                    Close Menu
                
            

        


                	
                                            
                            About Us
                            
    


                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        Overview
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Financial Information
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Jobs
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Our History
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Our Leadership
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            The Casey Philanthropies
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Workforce Composition
                                        
                                    


                        

                                    
	
                                            
                            Strategies
                            
    


                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        Overview
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Child Welfare
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Community Change
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Economic Opportunity
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Equity and Inclusion
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Evidence-Based Practice
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Juvenile Justice
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            KIDS COUNT
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Leadership Development
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Research and Policy
                                        
                                    


                        

                                    
	
                                            
                            Topics
                            
    


                        
                        
                            	
                                    
                                        Overview
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Child Poverty
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Foster Care
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Juvenile Probation
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Kinship Care
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Racial Equity and Inclusion
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            Two-Generation Approaches
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            See All Other Topics
                                        
                                    


                        

                                    
	
                                            
                            Grants
                        
                                    
	
                                            
                            Contact Us
                        
                                    



                
            	
                        
                            Blog
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            Podcast
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            Webinars
                        
                                            


            	
                        
                            Publications
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            KIDS COUNT Data Book
                        
                                            
	
                        
                            KIDS COUNT Data Center
                        
                                                    
                                
    


                            
                                            


        

    


                                                
            

        
    
    




        
                
            
                

                    




    
    
        	
        
            Resources
        
                
    

    


    

                                        
                        Reducing the High School Dropout Rate                    


                                                                
                                                            Posted July 1, 2009

                            
                                                            By the Annie E. Casey Foundation

                                                    

                                    

                                    
                                
    
        
            Share Via: 
        
        
            

        

    



    

                    

                            

        

    



                
        
                
            
                
                                            Get the Full Report:
                                    

                
                                                                                            Download Report
                                                                                    
                                                        

            

        

                
            
                                    
                        
                    

                                
                    
                                                                            
                                Summary
                            

                            Too many students, especially those in urban school districts, are leaving school without the knowledge and skills they need to meet the demands of 21st century workplaces and communities. The result is a pattern of increased economic marginalization for those Americans with the least education – estimated at an average lost income of $400,000 between the ages of 18 and 64. 
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                                                                                                    It's Not Working.
                                                                                                

                                                                                29% of ninth graders fail to graduate with their class at the end of four years.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    In Cities, it's Really Not Working.
                                                                                                

                                                                                47% of ninth graders living in the nation’s 50 largest cities do no graduate with their class in four years. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    It's Never too Early to Start
                                                                                                

                                                                                Efforts to improve academic achievement and reduce the dropout rate need to begin before children enter middle school.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Poverty Level Matters
                                                                                                

                                                                                Poverty level in a school district had the strongest impact on dropout rates, particularly for African-American students.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Programs and Policies
                                                                                                

                                                                                Programs and policies need to identify and address local conditions or factors that raise the dropout rate.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                    

                

            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        The costs of dropping out of high school today are substantial and have risen over time, especially for young men, who find it almost impossible to earn an adequate income to take care of themselves and their families.

                                                                                    –
                                                Center for Labor Market Studies, 2009
                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        States, school districts, and schools can bolster the holding power or schools by employing strategies, such as focusing on the roots of disengagement in early childhood, focusing on key transition points, and addressing issues that affect students’ persistence across the high school years. Dropout prevention strategies need to address both school-level and community-level issues.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                In 2007, there were 1.2 million dropouts in the U.S., and the nation’s dropout rate was 7%.
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        High school dropouts experience an average lost income of $400,000 between the ages of 18 and 64.
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