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                                Summary
                            

                            Research shows that reading abilities in third grade act as a tell-tale barometer for later school success. Children who read at grade level in the third grade are more likely to graduate high school, and then either pursue further education or get a job. Whether you already fund programs that address early childhood literacy, or are thinking of doing so, the guide will spark your thinking and deepen your understanding of effective strategies to support nonprofits that prepare young children for success in school – and life.
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                                                                                                    Breaking Down the Numbers
                                                                                                

                                                                                41% of White and 42% of Asian-American fourth graders score at or above the “proficient” level, just 13% of African-American, 16% of Hispanic-American, and 18% of American Indian fourth graders do.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Reading Matters
                                                                                                

                                                                                A child from a middle-income family typically enters first grade with about 1,000 hours of one-on-one picture book reading time with parents, other relatives, or teachers, compared with a child from a low-income family, who averages less than 100 hours.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Vocabulary Troubles
                                                                                                

                                                                                First graders from lower-income families have a vocabulary half the size of children from higher-income families.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Exposure at Home
                                                                                                

                                                                                By age 3, children in low-income homes will have heard one-third as many words as children in middle and high-income homes (10 million versus 30 million words).

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                    

                

            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        The achievement gap in reading is profound – children of color and/or from low-income or non-English speaking households fail to reach grade level reading abilities by third grade because, quite simply, they are already behind when they start kindergarten.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Because public funding for education is often inadequate, it is important to look for organizations with programs that stretch these dollars by emphasizing community engagement, coordination, and pooling of resources and services.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                In 2005, only 31% of children entering 4th grade read at a “proficient” or better level.
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        Research shows that a child's reading proficiency at the end of third grade is one of the most powerful indicators of future academic succes.

                                            
                                                                                                            
                                                                                        

            

        
    

    	



									




        


                            
                    Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.
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