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                                Summary
                            

                            Since 1992, Casey’s Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) has worked to enhance safety, save money, help kids and improve juvenile justice systems across the country. Core strategies and promising results are revealed in this report. 
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                                                                                                    Wrong Reasons For Detention
                                                                                                

                                                                                Most kids are being detained for non-violent offenses. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Race Disparities
                                                                                                

                                                                                66% of detained juveniles are youth of color. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Lock-up Leads to Recidivism
                                                                                                

                                                                                Kids who have been behind bars are more likely to commit crimes again. 

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Detention Deficits
                                                                                                

                                                                                Not only does locking up kids cost taxpayers millions of dollars, it adversely affects crime rates

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                    

                

            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        Youth are detained because they have frustrated or angered system personnel who want to “teach them a lesson” or “get their attention,” or because no parent is available to take them home. Increasingly, kids are detained because other systems – like schools or mental health – won’t or can’t provide the appropriate services. These are, at best, highly questionable reasons for putting a youth in a juvenile jail.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Every year, hundreds of thousands of youth are inappropriately or unnecessarily detained in dangerous, overcrowded detention centers which increases their risk of recidivism, severs fragile ties to families and schools, and costs taxpayers millions of dollars.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                        

                                    
                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Research shows that on average, youth who have been detained work fewer hours for less money for years to come. Most importantly, youth who have been detained are more likely to reoffend than youth who have never been locked up.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                
                                             JDAI lowers detention populations, enhances public safety, saves money and improves juvenile justice systems overall. 

                                        
                                                                    
                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                
                                            JDAI is becoming a springboard for radical change across the entire juvenile justice system. 

                                        
                                                                    
                                                                                        

            

        
    

    	
	

			
			
			



        


                            
                    Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.
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