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                                Summary
                            

                            This report is a practical playbook—packed with key recommendations and examples of real-world successes—aimed at guiding child welfare advocates to dig deeper, work smarter and think differently about serving the system’s older children and youth (loving, permanent families required)

                        
                                                                                            

                

            

        

                            
                
                    
                        Findings & Stats
                                            
                

                
                    
                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Where to Begin
                                                                                                

                                                                                The task of finding a loving, committed adult for each youth in foster care begins in a familiar place: The child’s own family tree.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Re-orienting Practices
                                                                                                

                                                                                Permanency advocates are pushing to increase the practice of family-based care while simultaneously decreasing dependence on congregate care.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    3 Ways to Boost Permanency Rates
                                                                                                

                                                                                Developing subsidized guardianship programs, bolstering kinship adoptions and giving youth a starring role in the planning process are 3 of the many ways that child welfare advocates can help boost permanency rates in older children. 

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Notable Success
                                                                                                

                                                                                Programs throughout the country—from California to New York—are already beating the odds and raising youth permanency rates for older children in foster care. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    One Strategy for Success
                                                                                                

                                                                                One strategy for success? Take root in your target neighborhoods. In Brooklyn, New York, recruiters find potential parents by bagging groceries and attending church services in communities of interest.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                    

                

            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        Research shows that disadvantaged young people who are connected to adults do better. They relate to others with ease, take fewer risks, have better health and overcome adversity more easily.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Effective youth permanency agencies do not demand unconditional commitment from foster and adoptive parents without promising post-adoption support in return.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                All children—and especially older children in foster care—need and deserve a loving family with no expiration date.
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        Each year, 20,000 youth age out of foster care with no one to care for them. Relatives are one of the most important sources of permanence for older foster children and youth.

                                            
                                                                                                            
                                                                                        

            

        
    

    	
	

			
															
			



        


                            
                    Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.
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