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                                Summary
                            

                            More and more immigrant children are entering the U.S. child welfare system — a system that is not consistently prepared to meet their complex needs. This report outlines the needs of immigrant and refugee children in the child welfare system, identifies the challenges they face, highlights promising practices being developed across the country and shares recommendations from a consultative session with national experts and child welfare practitioners.
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                                                                                                    Growing U.S. Population
                                                                                                

                                                                                Nationally, nearly one in four children and youth is either an immigrant or has immigrant parents; one-fifth of school-age kids are the children of immigrants.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Concentrated Population
                                                                                                

                                                                                67% of immigrants are concentrated in six major destination states: California, Texas, New York, Florida, Illinois, and New Jersey.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Ten States to Know
                                                                                                

                                                                                Ten states have the fastest growing populations of immigrant children under 6: North Carolina, Nebraska, Arkansas, Nevada, Georgia, Iowa, Tennessee, Oregon, Colorado, and Idaho.

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Poverty Difference
                                                                                                

                                                                                More than 25% of young children in immigrant families are poor, compared with 20% in native-born families.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Non-Citizen Parents
                                                                                                

                                                                                More than 80% of young children of immigrants have a non-citizen parent.

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    A Notable Increase
                                                                                                

                                                                                Between 1990 and 2000, the number of children of immigrants under 6 grew by 60% nationally, from 3 million to 47 million

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                    

                
            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        I have no cultural identity — I didn’t grow up in a Persian household, yet I am not considered an American citizen.

                                                                                    –
                                                Hemal Sharifzada, former foster youth and staff of California Youth Connection
                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        It’s really important that we look beyond traditional ‘needs assessment’ data or child welfare data and talk with frontline community-based organizations. Ask the churches, immigrant groups, food bank staff to keep track of the language and country of origin for their clients and then you’ll get a good idea of who needs services.

                                                                                    –
                                                Anita Gundana, former Child Welfare Public Policy Director, Coalition for Asian American Children and Families, New York
                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                Immigrant children need improved child welfare services, too.
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        Immigrant children are the new Americans. It is important that this rapidly growing population receives the services they need to thrive. Most of these children live in mixed legal status households with one or more non-citizen parents, underscoring the difficulty in differentiating the undocumented immigrant community from the general immigrant community. Improving child welfare for immigrant families must be part of the larger conversation about improving the overall child welfare system for all children. This report shows that child welfare agencies, community organizations, legislative bodies and other advocates all have a role to play in making this happen.
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