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                                Summary
                            

                            This discussion guide shares statistics, solutions and next steps for funders interested in aiding children of incarcerated parents. It is part a series by the Association of Small Foundations called Investing in Strategies to Serve Vulnerable Children and Families, which was funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
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                                                                                                    Model Moves
                                                                                                

                                                                                Some real-world examples of family-building programs for incarcerated parents are: Girl Scouts Beyond Bars, which gives inmate parents and their daughters a chance to participate in the popular youth development program within the confines of an institution. A Mother’s Voice, which enables incarcerated mothers to record a storybook for their minor children. And the InsideOut Dad program, which covers key parenting and child development topics in 12 hour-long sessions to help prep inmate fathers for a successful reentry into society. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Attention Potential Funders
                                                                                                

                                                                                Here’s how you can help! Consider aiding organizations that advocate for children of incarcerated parents or that provide services aimed at preserving the parent-child connection during confinement. Another option? Support research that explores the link between parental incarceration and child outcomes. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Raising Your Virtual Voice
                                                                                                

                                                                                Philanthropic work doesn’t always require deep pockets! Consider sending a letter to your local newspaper editor highlighting the fact that Rhode Island is the only state in the country to collect data on children with incarcerated parents. Urge your state’s department of corrections to follow suit. 

                                    

                                
                            
                                                        

                        
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                                    The Race Factor
                                                                                                

                                                                                Black children are nine times more likely and Hispanic children three times more likely to have a parent in prison relative to white children. 

                                    

                                
                            
                            
                                                                    

                

            
        
                            
                
                    
                        Statements & Quotations
                                            
                

                
                    
                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        Only with the Second Chance Act of 2007 has there been any national-level attention and focus on working to improve the outcomes for families, and in particular for children, who have at some point had a family member imprisoned.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Don’t forget that as funder, you can give more than grants.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                                        

                                    
                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        Incarceration severely limits children’s opportunities to interact with their incarcerated parent, and most importantly, to communicate with the parent.

                                                                            

                                


                                                                                    

                    

                

            
        
        
            
                
                                                                                    
                            Key Takeaway
                                                    


                                                    
                                The statistics are clear: parental incarceration is a family sentence
                            

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        Incarceration drives a deep wedge between inmate parents and their children, leaving a trail of devastation in the form of broken bonds, missed conversations and lost time. This discussion guide wastes no time highlighting the issue’s sobering statistics, such as: At at any given moment in America, 1.5 million children have lost a parent to prison. Or: Mothers make up three-fourths of all incarcerated women — and the majority of these women have children who are under the age of 18. 

                                            
                                                                                                            
                                                                                        

            

        
    

    	


			
							




        


                            
                    Subscribe to our newsletter to get our data, reports and news in your inbox.
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